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"Miller, Robert" 
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To Linda Jacobson/ENF/R8/USEPA/US@EPA 

cc "Nickel, Jon" <JNickel@asarco.com> 

bcc 

Subject RE: Responses to EPA comments on Demolition Cleaning 
and Sampling Plan 

Linda, attached are two figures that show the locations of where samples have 
been collected, and s o i l s have been excavated to accommodate necessary-
drainage controls and capping actions i n unpaved areas i n demolition foot 
p r i n t area. Although -I was not on-site when sampling and s o i l excavation was 
implemented, the following i s my understanding of the sit u a t i o n . When Jon 
returns next week, t h i s information may need to be adjusted. 

Figure 1 shows speiss/dross area sampling locations as presented i n the work 
plan (red s i t e s ) , the one location at the o f f i c e building foot pr i n t that was 
excavated and sampled as described i n Jon's September 26 e-mail to you (green 
s i t e ) , and new unpaved areas discovered a f t e r demolition and associated 
proposed additional sample locations, (blue s i t e s ) . As we discussed s o i l s i n 
the o f f i c e building were excavated to 8 feet, where i t was apparent that 
native a l l u v i a l sand and gravel was encountered. 1 believe t h i s action.was 
conducted September 27, but I w i l l need to confirm the date next week. The 
s o i l s were sampled at the int e r v a l s described i n the Sampling Work Plan and 
have been archived for future analysis. The building foot p r i n t area was then 
b a c k f i l l e d to the designed grade i n preparation for the temporary cap. I 
anticipate s o i l sample analysis w i l l be conducted next week, pending your 
review of our comment responses sent to you yesterday. I f the analysis shows 
the proposed s o i l c r i t e r i a for excavation depth were exceeded, we are prepared 
to return to the s i t e and advance the excavation, i f necessary. 

Figure 2 shows the locations sampled at the Thaw House. As we were discussing 
l a s t week, my understanding that s o i l s were removed to a depth of 15 feet. 
Samples were collected i n the depth' intervals presented i n the work plan and 
have been archived for analysis. The building foot pr i n t area was then 
b a c k f i l l e d to the designed grade i n preparation'for the temporary cap. I 
believe t h i s action took place the week of October 1, but w i l l need to confirm 
the actual date next week. Again, I anticipate analysis w i l l be conducted 
next week pending your review of comment responses. As described i n the 
responses, the i n i t i a l sample i n t e r v a l and the f i n a l sample i n t e r v a l would be 
analyzed for the expanded parameter l i s t described i n the EPA comments. 

As figure 1 shows, most of the sample and excavation work remains to be done 
i n the Speiss-Dross area. This work w i l l have to be implemented after the 
slu r r y wall construction project i s completed. Access c o n f l i c t s with the 
on-going speiss-dross area s l u r r y wall project prohibits conducting the sample 
and excavation work for these areas at t h i s time. 

I hope t h i s addresses your questions and information requests. C a l l to 
discuss further. 

Bob 

Original Message 
From: Jacobson.Linda®epamail.epa.gov 
[mailto:Jacobson.LindaOepamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2007 11:38 AM 



To: M i l l e r , Robert 
Cc: Cox, B l a i n e ; N i c k e l , Jon 
Subject: Re: Responses to EPA comments on Demolition Cleaning and 
Sampling Plan 

Mr. M i l l e r , 

Thank you f o r assembling the attached responses. I have not had an 
opportunity to review t h e s e % i n d e t a i l , but upon f i r s t glance i t appears 
that s e v e r a l misunderstandings are r e f l e c t e d i n these responses. 

To b e t t e r understand the n e c e s s i t y and u t i l i t y of f u r t h e r comment on and 
r e v i s i o n o f the submitted work plan, I had a l s o requested i n my October 
10, 2007, email that you please update me on the sampling, removal, and 
capping a c t i v i t i e s which you have already performed i n the areas covered 
by t h i s work p l a n . Please i n c l u d e the dates on which samples were 
c o l l e c t e d , the type of sample c o l l e c t e d , and the parameters f o r which i t 
was.of w i l l be analyzed. I f my understanding i s c o r r e c t from our 
telephone.conversation l a s t week, the company may have already completed 
75 to 85% of the work'covered by t h i s work.plan p r i o r to EPA comment or 
approval. 

Linda Jacobson 
RCRA Enforcement . . . 

" M i l l e r , Robert" 
<RoMiller@asarco 
. com> 

10/16/2007 03:43 
PM 

Linda . 
Jacobson/ENF/R8/USEPA/USOEPA 

To 

cc 
" N i c k e l , Jon" 
<JNickel@asarco.com>, "Cox, 
B l a i n e " <BCox®asarco.com> 

Subject 
Responses t o -EPA comments on 
Demolition Cleaning and Sampling 
Plan 

Linda, attached are our responses to the d r a f t comments we discussed 
l a s t week. 
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